
Mississippi Delta Music Performance Rubric - Secondary 

Compiled from the Illinois competition rubric, the NY Regents Exam, and Mississippi’s Adjudication rubric                Goal: 2.5 rows of growth 

For Collective AND Individual Performances 

 Category Basic           1 Fair         2 Solid                3 Strong-Solid    4 Exemplary    5 

R
o

w
 A

 

Rhythmic 

Accuracy: 
accuracy of 

values, duration, 

pulse, steadiness, 

meter 

Less than 30% accuracy 

overall 

no consistent tempo; 

No evidence of musical 

phrasing 

 

31-55% accuracy 

overall 

somewhat recognizable 

with numerous  (50% +) 

errors. minimal evidence 

of musical phrasing 

55-75% accuracy 

Overall Tempo 

somewhat unsteady; but 

the general direction of 

the musical line is 

maintained. The general 

Phrasing is halted or 

interrupted 

76-90% accuracy 

overall 

Tempo generally steady 

with  no more than 2 errors; 

Phrasing slightly irregular 

 

100% accuracy in all 

parts 

Consistent tempo; 

Phrasing is musical 

throughout 

R
o

w
 B

 

Tone Quality: 
resonance, 

control, clarity, 

focus, 

consistency, 

warmth, 

breathing and 

support 

No sound is produced 

.but sound production 

is attempted 

Performance overall (60% 

or less) reflects lack of 

consistent skill to focus 

and/or project resonant  

tone quality. 

Performance 

reflects basic tonal 

concept but inconsistent 

in focus and projection 

of all registers and 

volumes (roughly 60-75% 

of the performance.) 

Performance Reflects consistent 

skill in focus and/or projection 

through most registers and 

volumes (roughly 90% of the 

performance) 

Performance 

Reflects consistent focus 

and projection of a 

resonant tone quality 

through all registers and 

volume levels 100% of  

the performance 

R
o

w
 C

 

Intonation : 

pitch 

Correct pitch missing 

altogether OR No 

sound is produced 

Performance Reflects 

significant pitch problems 

throughout the 

performance. 

 

Less than 40% accuracy 

overall 

Performance reflects 

basic pitch control, 

Though inconsistent as a 

result of range, dynamic, 

instrument tendencies, 

etc.  40-74% accuracy 

overall 

Performance reflects minimal 

pitch problems generally 

limited to outer registers and 

dynamic ranges  

75-89% accuracy overall 

or  90-100% accuracy in 

some parts with several 

errors in one or more parts 

Performance reflects 

accurate pitch control in 

all ranges and dynamic 

ranges  

 

90-100% accuracy in all 

parts 

R
o

w
 D

 

Technical 

Facility  
See Appendix for 

further 

explanations of 

rows  

Missing and/or entirely 

incorrect  

Performance 

Reflects numerous and 

repetitive errors and is 

generally lacking in 

clarity and precision. 

Performance reflects 

Inconsistent technical 

facility, lacking in clarity, 

precision and attention 

to 

detail. 

Performance reflects minimal 

technical errors generally 

limited to difficult passages. 

Performance reflects 

accurate, fluid technical 

facility with outstanding 

precision and clarity. 

R
o

w
 E

 

Musicianship 
(expressive 

elements, 

interpretation, 

dynamics) 

Almost no expressive 

elements 

such as dynamics, 

articulations, and style 

markings were used in 

performance. (0-15%)  

Few expressive elements 

such as dynamics, 

articulations, and style 

markings were used in 

performance (16-39% 

overall) 

Some expressive 

elements such as 

dynamics, articulations 

and style markings were 

used throughout much 

of the performance 

 (40-74% accuracy 

overall) 

Expressive elements 

such as dynamics, 

articulations, and style 

markings are used 

throughout much of 

the performance (75-89% 

overall) 

Expressive elements such 

as dynamics, 

articulations, 

and style markings (both 

written and implied), 

are used throughout the 

performance (80-100% of 

the time) 

For Collective Performances ONLY 



R
o

w
 F

 

Blend and 

Balance  (the 

strength of and the 

extent to which 

sections tend to 

dominate, the 

process of merging 

the sounds such 

that no one 

dominates) 

Blended moments 

are rare. General 

listening skills 

within the 

ensemble not yet 

developed. (40 or 

less of performance) 

Good ensemble 

sounds rarely  

achieved. 

Listening and awareness 

are 

inconsistent. (75-40% of 

performance) 

Well done in simpler 

passages but sections 

and/or individual voices 

tend to dominate the 

sound at times. (75-80% 

of performance) 

Blend and balance are achieved 

most of the time but is 

sometimes lost in 

more difficult passages.(80-95% 

of performance) 

Superior blend and 

balance achieved 

throughout the 

performance both 

within and 

between sections. (95-

100% of performance) 

 

Rubric Appendix: Technical Facility Secondary          Drafted by Elizabeth Wilson Harris, with input from Will Cayer, Rita Alway, and Miles McCauley 

Technical Facility: 

Wind 
Articulation accuracy and 

fluency of attacks and 

releases 

Score:____ 

Missing and/or 

entirely incorrect  

Incorrect embouchure, 

Loud improper breaths,  

Several articulation errors 

Correct embouchure, Loud 

improper breaths, Some 

incorrect articulations 

Correct embouchure for 

instrument, Full breath, 

Correct articulation using 

proper technique (tip of the 

tongue to the tip of the reed, 

tongue behind top teeth). 

Correct embouchure for 

instrument, Full breaths,  

Correct articulation using 

proper technique (tip of the 

tongue to the tip of the reed, 

tongue behind top teeth 

Technical Facility: 

Percussion Articulation 

accuracy and fluency of 

Score:____ 

Missing and/or 

entirely incorrect  

movement not 

coordinated or rolls 

generally misplayed 

minor glitches in 

smoothness 

3-4 rolls misplayed 

rolls mostly smooth and 

accurate  in length AND 

motion smooth and 

accurate(1-2 misplayed) OR 

no rolls in excerpt 

Precise execution of all 

rudiments; Rolls are smooth 

and accurate in length 

Technical Facility: Vocal 

Diction 

accuracy of 

pronunciation and 

releases 

 

Score:____ 

Technical passages 

are inaccurate. 

Articulations are 

entirely incorrect. 

Dexterity and good 

diction are lacking 

entirely. No breath 

coordination. Student 

does NOT incorporate 

pure vowels, clear 

consonants, and 

correct syllabic stress. 

Technical passages are 

only sometimes accurate. 

Articulations and pitches 

are mostly incorrect. 

Dexterity and good diction 

are generally lacking 

Student incorporates pure 

vowels, clear consonants, 

and correct syllabic stress 

OCCASIONALLY 

Performance reflects that 

technical passages 

are not executed with 

precision; performance is 

inconsistent. Articulation 

lacks clarity and/or 

is not consistent. Basic 

concepts of good diction 

present. incorporates pure 

vowels, clear consonants, 

and correct syllabic stress 

SOME times. 

Demonstrates understanding 

of articulations. Flexibility and 

diction are generally good. 

incorporates pure vowels, 

clear consonants, and correct 

syllabic stress at ALMOST ALL 

times 

 

Articulation 

and diction are extremely 

consistent.  Student 

incorporates pure vowels, 

clear consonants, and correct 

syllabic stress at ALL times. 

Performance reflects ease, 

vocal freedom due to good 

breath coordination.  

Technical Facility: 

Strings 
Bowing adherence to printed 

indications, appropriate bow 

usage 

 

Score:____ 

Wrist is weak and 

fingers are flat. No 

obvious finger pattern 

established. No 

appropriate bow hold 

evident.  OR Student 

doesn’t begin with 

correct position and 

never corrects it 

Poor finger placement 

most of the time, & poor 

bow hold with fingers near 

correct placement or over 

extended. Very little bow 

control. (50% or less) OR 

Student begins with 

correct position, but drops 

it and doesn’t correct it. 

Fair wrist and adequate 

finger placement some of 

the time, and adequate 

bow hold with many 

minor adjustments 

needed. Adequate bow 

control. (51%-70%) OR 

Student drops and 

corrects position twice 

Strong wrist and good finger 

placement most of the time, 

with few exceptions and good 

bow hold with only minor 

adjustments needed. Good 

bow control. (71-90) OR Starts 

with the 5 attributes of a 5, but 

drops (and corrects) proper 

position once %) 

Excellent position throughout 

the performance, right hand 

is flexible, with a strong bow 

hold showing by complete 

control. 

 

For Entire performance S 

starts with 5 and remains 

with 5. 



Mississippi Delta Music Performance Rubric- Elementary                                                                                         Goal: 2.5 rubric rows of growth 

 

For Collective AND Individual Performances 

 Category Beginning        1 Emerging        2 Solid                3 Strong-Solid   4 Exemplary    5 

R
o

w
 A

 

Rhythmic 

Accuracy: accuracy 

of values, duration, 

pulse, steadiness, 

meter 

Score: ____ 

Student does not 

play/sing any rhythms 

correct 

Student makes 3-4 rhythmic mistakes 

and hesitates 2-3 times 

Student makes 2-3 

rhythmic mistakes OR 

hesitates 2-3 times 

Student only misses 1-2 

rhythms OR hesitates one 

time. 

Student plays the 

entire selection with 

accurate beat and 

rhythm and does not 

hesitate. 

R
o

w
 B

 

Tone Quality: 

lyrics, correct 

notation 

 

Score:___ 

Student does not make 

any sound. 

Performance 

reflects lack of 

consistent skill 

to focus and/or 

project a 

resonant tone 

quality in any register 

Performance 

reflects basic 

tonal concept 

but inconsistent 

in focus and 

projection of all 

registers and 

volumes and suffers in 

2-3 registers. 

Performance 

reflects 

consistent skill 

in focus and/or 

projection 

through most 

registers and 

volumes tone quality 

suffers in 1 register. 

Performance 

reflects 

consistent focus 

and projection 

of a resonant 

tone quality 

through all 

registers and 

volume levels. 

R
o

w
 C

 

Intonation : pitch 

 

Score:___ 

Doesn’t even begin on 

the correct pitch and is 

unable to correct it 

with or without help 

from the teacher 

OR 

only plays/sings one 

pitch correctly 

Starts on pitch but loses after the first 

chorus and is unable to correct it 

without help from the teacher 

OR 

misses more than 4 pitches/intervals 

 Loses the pitch 3 or 

more times and is 

unable to correct it 

without help from the 

teacher 

OR 

correctly 

plays/sings/plucks all 

but 3-4 pitches OR 

has correct intervals but 

is in the wrong key 

Loses pitch only when the 

song goes out of their 

range and students are 

able to correct it ASAP  

OR 

sings the entire song in 

their singing voice 

missing only 1-2 pitches 

OR  

Student correctly fingers 

and plucks or plays or 

sings  

 all but 1-2 pitches 

Correctly sings, plays 

or fingers and plucks 

all pitches 

 

 

R
o

w
 D

 

Technical Facility  
See Appendix for further 

explanations of rows 

based on instrument 

  

Score:____ 

Missing and/or entirely 

incorrect  

Performance 

Reflects numerous and 

repetitive errors and is 

generally lacking in clarity 

and precision. 

Performance 

Reflects inconsistent 

Technical facility, lacking 

in clarity, precision and 

attention to detail. 

Performance 

reflects minimal technical 

errors Generally limited 

to difficult passages. 

Performance 

Reflects accurate, 

fluid 

Technical facility with 

Outstanding precision 

and clarity. 



R
o

w
 E

 

Musicianship 
(expressive elements, 

interpretation, 

dynamics) 

 

Score:____ 

Almost no expressive 

elements 

such as dynamics, 

articulations, and style 

markings were used in 

performance. (0-15%)  

Few expressive elements 

such as dynamics, 

articulations, and style 

markings were used in 

performance (16-39% 

overall) 

Some expressive 

elements such as 

dynamics, articulations 

and style markings were 

used throughout much 

of the performance 

 (40-74% accuracy 

overall) 

Expressive elements 

such as dynamics, 

articulations, and style 

markings are used 

throughout much of 

the performance (75-89% 

overall) 

Expressive elements 

such as dynamics, 

articulations, 

and style markings 

(both written and 

implied), are used 

throughout the 

performance (80-

100% of the time) 

 

For Collective Performances ONLY 

R
o

w
 F

 

Blend and 

Balance (the 

strength of and the 

extent to which 

sections tend to 

dominate, the process 

of merging the sounds 

merge such that no one 

section/performer 

dominates) 

 

Score:____ 

Blended moments 

are rare. General 

listening skills 

within the 

ensemble not yet 

developed. (40% or less of 

performance) 

Good ensemble 

sounds rarely 

achieved. 

Listening and 

awareness are 

inconsistent. (75-40% of 

performance) 

Well done in 

simpler passages 

but sections and/or 

individual voices 

tend to dominate 

the sound at times. (75-

80% of performance) 

Blend and balance 

are achieved most 

of the time but is 

sometimes lost in 

more difficult 

passages.(80-95% of 

performance) 

Superior blend and 

balance achieved 

throughout the 

performance both 

within and 

between sections. 

(95-100% of 

performance) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Rubric Appendix: Technical Facility Elementary             Drafted by Elizabeth W. Harris ‘05, with input from Will Cayer ‘09, Rita Alway ‘09, and Miles McCauley ‘10 

Technical Facility: 

Wind Articulation 

accuracy and 

fluency of attacks 

and releases 

Score:____ 

Missing and/or 

entirely incorrect  

The opening of the mouth is 

too large and/or too wide 

making it difficult to focus 

the air stream across the 

tone hole and produce a 

sound on the flute 

The opening of the mouth is 

slightly over sized producing a 

sound that is "breathy". 

Student uses a small, round 

opening of the mouth to focus 

the air stream over the tone 

hole. However, the student has 

trouble maintaining the 

embouchure and may 

change/move it during the 

performance. 

Student uses a small, round 

opening of the mouth to 

focus the air stream over 

the tone hole throughout 

the performance. 

Technical Facility: 

Percussion 

Articulation 

accuracy and 

fluency of 

Score:____ 

Missing and/or 

entirely incorrect  

Does not attempt to use 

correct grip. Uses arms only. 

Does not bounce stick on 

stroke 

 

Does not use correct grip and 

waves arms. Hands are not 

equal and sticking is high 

 

Uses correct grip  

Hinges wrists, practices correct 

sticking with a slight bounce, 

correct stick heights 

 

Produces a bounce stroke,  

uses correct grip, hinges 

wrists, hands are equal in 

strength, correct stick 

heights 

Technical Facility: 

Vocal 
Breathing and Focus for 

Student or Chorus 

Score:____ 

Shows complete 

disregard for 

following any of the 

proper performance 

directions. 

Watches director with eyes. 

Stands straight and tall of 

time 

Hands are at side, holding 

music, or clasped correctly as 

directed. Breathes at the 

correct times. 

Bows at the correct time and 

angle at least 55-75% of time 

OR 

Does not follow 3 to 4 of 

these directions but corrects 

mistakes 

Watches director with eyes. 

Stands straight and tall of time 

Hands are at side, holding 

music, or clasped correctly as 

directed. Breathes at the 

correct times. 

Bows at the correct time and 

angle at least 75-85% of time 

OR 

Does not follow two of these 

directions but corrects 

mistake. 

Watches director with eyes. 

Stands straight and tall of time 

Hands are at side, holding music, 

or clasped correctly as directed. 

Breathes at the correct times. 

Bows at the correct time and 

angle at least 85-98% of time OR 

Does not follow one of these 

directions but corrects mistake. 

Watches with eyes 100% of 

time 

Stands straight and tall 

100% of time 

Hands are at side, holding 

music, or clasped correctly 

as directed Breathes at the 

correct times. 

Bows at the correct time 

and angle 

Sits Together! 

Technical Facility : 

Strings 
Bowing adherence to 

printed indications, 

appropriate bow usage 

Score:____ 

Student doesn’t begin 

with any components 

of the correct 

position and never 

corrects it 

Student begins with 3 to 4 

aspects of the correct 

position, but drops more 

than one aspect of it and 

doesn’t correct it. OR 

Student begins with the 5 

aspects, drops and corrects 

two to three aspects of the 

correct position twice 

Starts with the 5 attributes of 

a 5, but drops proper position 

two to three times and 

corrects dropped position. 

Starts with the 5 attributes of a 

5, but drops (and corrects) 

proper position once 

immediately 

For the entire performance: 

Feet flat on the floor 

Sitting on the edge of the 

seat 

Back straight 

Left hand curved 

Right thumb under 

fingerboard 

 


